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o Bursaries are ñgrant-holder linkedò (2/3)

o Scholarships are free -standing (1/3)

Bursaries and Scholarships
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NRF Funding Landscape
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Doctoral Scholarships

TYPE OF SCHOLARSHIP VALUE OF AWARD FUNDING CRITERIA WHERE TO APPLY

NRF Freestanding Scholarship for 

Doctoral study in South Africa

R55 000 p.a.

R5 000 (travel grant)

South African Citizens. Fulltime 

studies
http://nrfinterim.nrf.ac.za

NRF Freestanding Scholarship for 

Doctoral study abroad

US$ 12 000 p.a.

R5 000 (travel grant)

South African Citizens. Fulltime 

studies
http://nrfinterim.nrf.ac.za

DST Innovation Scholarships

R 90 000 p.a.

R15 000 

(local conference)

R 40 000 

(conference abroad)

South African Citizens. Fulltime 

studies http://nrfinterim.nrf.ac.za

ESKOM/NRF Black 

Researchers/Academics 

Development Programme (BRAD)

R195 000 p.a.
SA citizens. Fulltime studies. 

Available at certain institutions with 

ESKOM Centres of Specialisation

Contact financial 

aid/bursary/postgraduate 

office of the institution

NRF Grantholder Linked Doctoral
R30 000 p.a. FT

R21 000 p.a. PT

South African Citizens. Fulltime 

studies.

Contact research 

office/respective 

department

http://nrfinterim.nrf.ac.za/
http://nrfinterim.nrf.ac.za/
http://nrfinterim.nrf.ac.za/
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Ad hoc funding opportunities

Programme
Participating 

Institutions
Level Discipline/Field of study Contact

DAAD In-country 

Scholarship
All institutions M and D

All fields except the 

Humanities and Arts

Contact financial 

aid/bursary/postgraduate 

office of the institution

Manus MatSci
UWC, UZ, UL, 

Ithemba Labs
H, M and D

Nuclear and Material 

Science
Contact Physics Department

UP Research Awards UP M, D and PD Education
Contact financial 

aid/bursary/postgraduate 

office of the institution

St Andrews Sandwich 

Programme

SU, UCT and 

St Andrews 

(Scotland)

D only Chemistry
Contact financial 

aid/bursary/postgraduate 

office of the institution

Cambridge 

Commonwealth Trust
Cambridge D only All fields Contact NRF

Biopad Scholarships 

Programme
NWU, UFS M and D Biotechnology

Contact financial 

aid/bursary/postgraduate 

office of the institution

SA Biosystematics All institutions M and D Biosystematics http://nrfinterim.nrf.ac.za

Africa Scholarships All institutions M and D All fields To be announced

IRTG

SU, UCT and 

Weurzburg 

(Germany)

D only
HIV/AIDS and Infectious 

Diseases

Contact financial 

aid/bursary/postgraduate 

office of the institution
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Selection Criteria

The following selection criteria are taking into 
consideration: 

Åacademic merit,

Åpromise of research ability,

Åleadership qualities, and

Åprevious award of various prizes,

ÅThe likelihood that the candidate will 
successfully complete an Honours, a Master's 
and/or doctoral degree is also a significant 
criterion.
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Completing a doctoral application 
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Completing a doctoral application

(Cont)
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Completing a doctoral application

(Cont)
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Completing a doctoral application

(Cont)


