
The PhD lifecycle: getting through é.

Laetus O.K. Lategan



ÅThe PhD lifecycle ïgetting you through 

é.. to What?

ÅKnowledge economy

ÅSolutions to problems and challenges

ÅFrom students to scholars

ÅEpistemological growth   
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ÅThe future belongs to the emperors of the 

mind ïWinston Churchill



ÅIce breaker: How do you understand the 

research process? Draw it for me

ÅTheory behind ïfrom psychology 

drawings reflect on deepest understanding 

/ fears / expectations / fantacies



This paper:

ÅWhat can we learn from the research 

process from these drawings?

ÅWhat do we need to add to studentsô 

understanding? 























Pointers

Two observations:

O 1 = Two broad perspectives: Students need:

ÅStructural guidance

ÅIntellectual guidance

O 2 = Students appreciate certain actions but totally 
neglect others. 



Pointers

ÅPhilosophia Doctorïcalls for scholarship. Not 
studentship. E Boyerôs approach: learning, discovery, 
integration, application (something that didnôt feature in 
the drawings)

ÅCuriosity ïmore than a mechanistic answer to problem. 
Close observation. Be like a detective (attend to detail).

ÅThe PhD as project (from idea to product, time, funding, 
aims, objectives, etc) (numerous drawings)



ÅBecome text in own right (library)

ÅTransferable skills (multi phased research 
process)

ÅThe role of the supervisor / mentor (hopefully 
implied)

ÅSelf discovery / enlightenment / value adding 
(clouds)



The PhD graduate


